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Occupant Protection for Passenger Cars/Light Trucks”

The most important step that an occupant in a motor vehicle can take to improve safety is to
properly utilize a safety restraint device.

Crashes Involving Crashes Involving Occupants
Occupants of Passenger (Age 15+) of Passenger
All Crashes Cars/Light Trucks Cars/Light Trucks

Crashes: 437,289 403,269 389,259

Fatal Crashes: 1,308 943 ° 913 @b

Injury Crashes: 88,585 75,351 ¢ 73,430 *°
Total People Involved: 989,697 © 890,818 766,847 4P

Total Fatalities: 1,454 © 1,064 ¢ 1,023 @b

Total Non-Fatal Injuries: 131,279°¢ 114,432 ¢ 104,958 ¢°

aNumbers only reflect crashes in which fatality or non-fatal injury was specifically an occupant of a passenger car/light truck
bAge 5+only

¢Totals include occupants and non-occupants;e.g. 989,697 total people = 980,219 occupants +9,478 non-occupants
dNumbers include occupants of passenger cars/light trucks only

Occupants (drivers and passengers) of passenger cars and light trucks* who were aged 15 and
above accounted for 1,023 (70.4%) of all 1,454 traffic fatalities in Illinois in 2003. Among
occupants of this age group, a far lower percentage of seat belt use” was reported for fatalities
than for survivors.

Total Occupants
Type of Injury Age 15 and Older Seat Belt Used*

Fatality 1,023 348 (34.0%) [ ]340%

Non-Fatal Injury 104,958 85,600 (81.6%) | ] 81.6%
Not Injured 660,866 546,914 (82.8%) | ] 82.8%
Total 766,847 632,862 (82.5%)

Percent of Occupants in Crashes Who Reported Using Seat
Demog ra phics Belts, By Age and Sex

90%
Seat belt use among occupants of passenger 8% |
cars and light trucks aged 15 and above
varied by occupant age and sex.

86.1%
86.7%

» Overall, 80.8% of male occupants and
84.7% of female occupants aged 15 &
above reported using seat belts.
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» Male occupants aged 21 to 34 had the
lowest rate of reported seat belt use, at
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Age Group

Note: Where age and sexwere known.

* Passenger cars and light trucks for this analysis were defined as passenger cars, pickup trucks, vans, minivans and SUV's
according to classifications used by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration

" Percent using seat belts was defined as the number of people for whom seat belt use was reported divided by the total
number of people involved in crashes

¥ Where age and sex were known
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