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FACILITY RECOGNITION

PHYSICIAN CRITERIA WAIVER OPPORTUNITY

For

Emergency Departments Approved for Pediatrics (EDAP)

May 2001

In 1998, the Illinois Department of Public Health began a pilot program to recognize hospitals for their emergency department pediatric preparedness.  The Illinois Emergency Medical Services for Children (EMSC) Advisory Board approved a set of criteria that hospitals voluntarily meet in order to receive recognition as either an Emergency Department Approved for Pediatrics (EDAP) or a Standby Emergency Department for Pediatrics (SEDP).   To date, 102 hospitals within 9 EMS regions have received recognition as either an EDAP or SEDP.  The remaining two EMS regions will participate in the process in 2001. Due to the success of the facility recognition pilot, we anticipate proposing the criteria into rules in the near future.

At this time, the Department would like to enhance awareness of an opportunity to apply for a waiver of the EDAP criteria 1.1, which addresses physician board certification qualifications.  This waiver option (outlined below) is available to emergency department physicians who do not currently meet EDAP criteria 1.1.   

EDAP WAIVER CRITERIA FOR CRITERIA 1.1 – PHYSICIAN QUALIFICATIONS

Twenty-four hour coverage of the Emergency Department Approved for Pediatrics (EDAP) shall be provided by at least one physician responsible for the care of critically ill or injured children who meets EDAP Criteria 1.1 Physician Qualifications or a physician who has received a waiver from the Illinois Department of Public Health based on meeting one of the criteria below:

1. An emergency department physician who has already received a waiver per the Trauma Center Rules & Regulations (Section 515.2030, e 1 B; Section 515.2040, f 1 B); or

2. Completion of 12 months of internship followed by at least 7000 hours of hospital-based Emergency Medicine, that includes pediatric patients, over the last 60 month period (including 2800 hours within one 24 month period), verified in writing by the hospital(s) at which the internship and subsequent hours were completed and current AHA-AAP Pediatric Advanced Life Support (PALS) or ACEP-AAP Advanced Pediatric Life Support (APLS) recognition; or

     3.   Completion of professional activities spent in the practice of pediatric emergency 

medicine (PEM), over the last 60 month period and totaling a minimum of 6000 hours, 

clearly focused in the care of patients in the pediatric age group (< 21 years of age) in the 

emergency department and demonstrated by the following:

a) Of the 6000 hours, 2800 hours must have been accrued in a 24 month (maximum) consecutive period of time;

b) A minimum of 4000 of the 6000 hours must have been spent in the clinical practice of PEM.  (If practiced in a general ED, only time spent exclusively in pediatric practice can be used for credit);

c) The remaining 2000 hours may be spent in either clinical care or a mixture of related nonclinical activities clearly focused on PEM including administration, teaching, prehospital care, quality improvement, research or other academic activities.

NOTE:  When submitting a request for a waiver, the physician should submit the following materials to Evelyn Lyons, RN, MPH, EMSC Director, Illinois EMSC, Loyola University Medical Center, 2160 S. First Avenue, Bldg 110, Room 0244, Maywood, IL  60153.

· Documentation of internship completion;

· Proof of compliance with one of the three criteria listed above, i.e. letter from hospital medical staff office verifying 7,000 hours of hospital-based emergency medicine practice.   that includes pediatric patients, over the last 60 month period (including 2800 hours within one 24 month period);
· Any required supporting documentation, i.e. copy of current PALS completion card.   

Please contact Evelyn Lyons at 708-327-2556 for any questions that you may have regarding the facility recognition process or this waiver option.
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