ILLINOIS EMSC PROGRAM

History of EMSC Pediatric Quality Improvement Initiatives


In 1995, a statewide EMSC needs assessment was completed.  Findings indicated that only 50% of the responding hospitals had a policy for internal review and evaluation of pediatric emergency care and only 38% of EMS Systems had an established mechanism for conducting pediatric pre-hospital quality assurance.  Consequently, Pediatric Quality Improvement mechanisms were identified as a critical area in need of assistance.  As each region initially participated in the pediatric facility recognition process, they echoed the same message and requested assistance with their pediatric quality improvement initiatives.

Incorporated into the EMSC Facility Recognition criteria is the requirement for the conduction of pediatric focused quality improvement.  Voluntary participation in Facility Recognition at the Emergency Department Approved for Pediatrics (EDAP) or Standby Emergency Department for Pediatrics (SEDP) levels requires a multidisciplinary Emergency Department approach for pediatric focused quality improvement activities.  The monitoring of this process is the responsibility of the Pediatric CQI Liaison at each facility. 


As facilities develop their internal quality improvement processes to meet the facility recognition requirements, it was envisioned that they would come together through a subcommittee of their EMS Regional Advisory Boards.  Through this forum, they would share experiences as well as begin to address common regional needs based on data explorations of their geographic area in relation to the rest of the state.


The purpose of this manual and training session is to provide assistance with the structure development for your pediatric quality improvement processes.  An on-line data query system developed by Illinois EMSC provides a readily accessible method to obtain information at the local level, either by county or by region, in order to identify health care related trends.   EMSC staff are pleased to be able to provide this resource as well as identify other data resources that can assist in the quality improvement process.  Just as States are able to benchmark themselves against the National norms, now we have similar parameters for assessment in that we can benchmark our EMS regions against the State. 


We would like to gratefully acknowledge the commitment and dedication of the CQI Sub-committee of the Facility Recognition Task Force.  Their contributions of countless hours of work and collaboration have been instrumental in developing this resource.  Their collective efforts have aided the Illinois EMSC program tremendously in striving toward the goal of improving pediatric emergency care within our state.  They will continue to be available to work on standards development and template formations to address Regional needs.   Members of that committee are noted on the following page.
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